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PRESS RELEASE

In the year of Carl Walter Liner’s centenary, Artrust displays the genius of the Swiss painter through the exhibition “Carl Walter 
Liner. Sotto la superficie: colori ed emozioni”. The exhibition spaces in via Pedemonte di sopra 1 in Melano (Ticino) will host from 
11th of October to 16th of November more than 60 works realized by the artist, famous for the outstanding mastery of the informal 
and naturalistic pictorial language. For the occasion, Artrust will propose an original setting based on the study of colors: an 
immersive journey that will lead the public into a sensory and contemplative art experience. 

A hundred years after the birth of the artist and about ten years after Casa Rusca in Locarno’s exhibition, Artrust brings back to Ticino the art of Carl Walter Liner, 
masterful interpreter  between 1940 and 1990 of two different lines of research: on one hand the informal, resulted in the abstract style, and on the other the 
mimetic, painted in post-impressionist, symbolist and naturalist strokes. 

A singular artist in the national panorama 
The exhibition “Carl Walter Liner. Sotto la superficie: colori ed emozioni” presents to art lovers and collectors about 60 works of the Artrust collection, for sale 
at interesting prices. A precious occasion to discover the art of a one-of-a-kind painter, explains Patrizia Cattaneo Moresi, CEO of Artrust and event organizer: 
“Carl Walter Liner was a master in interpreting painting styles which are apart. Nevertheless, the thing that had made him unique in the national panorama was 
his ability to bend his technical preparation to a personal vision of art. Liner believed that art was the channel to communicate with the divine, a form of inspiration 
that drove him into pilgrimages through Appenzell and the Mediterranean: trips in which he collected impressions and emotions, raw material for works imbued 
with colors and gestures that on one hand document the objective reality and on the other transcend the boundaries of the visible and become an expression 
of the emotions of the soul. That’s why I think that his works leave a sign, give something more”.

An innovative setting
Artrust proposes a peculiar setting focused on the meanings behind the colors of Carl Walter Liner’s works: the main room will be divided into monochromatic 
nucleus, each one offering abstract paintings with a single dominant color. The result will be an immersive path focused on the study of colors, and characterized 
by a red, orange, blue and green section. Finally, in the other spaces it will be possible to appreciate Liner’s naturalist works, with all subjects and landscapes 
collected during his journeys through the Mediterranean and Appenzell nature, his homeland.

Exhibition’s details
Works will be exposed from October 11 to November 16, 2014 at Artrust’s exhibitions spaces in via Pedemonte di sopra 1, Melano (just behind Maroggia/-
Melano train station), free entrance. On request, it will be possible to organize guided tours or dedicated events. There will also be a catalogue in Italian and 
German, with critical texts realized by Roland Scotti, Kunstmuseum Appenzell’s curator (ex Liner Museum).
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Artrust – the Swiss bank of fine art & antiques
Starting from a wide collection which includes more than two thousand works from the great masters of modern and contemporary art, Artrust deals with divulgation, through accurate free exhibitions, sharing and loaning, 
through loans to museums and scientific collaborations with researchers, and trading, through the direct sale of paintings and sculptures. Along with fine art, Artrust also offers a vast choice of silver pieces (tastevins, tea 
and coffee sets, funnels, decanters, corkscrews and champagne buckets) all representing different times and styles. Watch lovers will also find rare pieces, from pocket watches to wristwatches that have been produced 
by some of the most famous Swiss watchmakers.

Artrust exhibitions
In October 2013 Artrust inaugurated in Melano a wide exhibition space dedicated to art: charming free events  eventi, with a great attention for details to understand and appreciate the best national and international 
artists.The brand new rooms already hosted the works of the French expressionist Gen Paul and those of the Swiss realist Mario Comensoli.

Roland Scotti
German art historian with a long experience in the museum profession. At the head of Museo Kirchner in Davos for 9 years, since 2006 he is the curator of the Kunstmuseum in Appenzell.

Kunstmuseum Appenzell
Designed by famous architects Annette Gigon and Mike Guyer and inaugurated in 1998 in Appenzell, the museum belongs to Heinrich Gebert Kulturstiftung Appenzell (ex Liner Foundation) and displays the works of 
the Swiss painters Carl August Liner and Carl Walter Liner, father and son. In addition to Liner’s art, museum spaces periodically host cultural events and temporary exhibitions of modern and contemporary art.

Carl Walter Liner (1914 – 1997)
Pioneer of the informal abstract painting, Liner marks between the Forties and Eighties of the twentieth century an important page of the Swiss art.  Son of the famous painter Carl August Liner, he was born in St. Gallen 
and was formed at the paternal atelier in Appenzell, moving closer to the styles of the late impressionism. In his early twenties, he took an important journey to Egypt, where he was fascinated by the ancient Egyptian 
conception of art as a channel of communication with the divine, an experience that marked him deeply and led him to cultivate a spiritual approach to art. He moved to Paris, where he perfected his studies and 
experienced Cubism and Fauvism before moving to abstraction, congenial to show his soul's feelings. He developed a pictorial language characterized by the autonomy of color in the expression of emotion, of the 
free composition and artistic transformation of nature, his source of inspiration during the frequent wanderings in the Mediterranean countries. The talent of the painter is not limited to the informal field: the interest of Liner 
for the object and for mimesis is revealed in a rich production of naturalistic, impressionist and symbolist landscapes. Since the fifties, he participated at several solo and group exhibitions in France, Switzerland, Germany 
and America. At the end of his career, he received the Innerrhoder Kulturpreis, the highest cultural recognition of the canton of Appenzell.


